Bug Club Phonics Progression Chart - )

In this chart we show the order in which we teach the GPCs and tricky words; the latter are taught by drawing children’s attention to the unusual part of the P?:.’ggi’:s

spelling and letting them work out the rest for themselves using the taught GPCs and then blending for reading. This progression, and the method, follows what our
research has shown to be very effective in rapidly developing independent reading skill in children. Our progression includes the early introduction of simple plurals
and the s’ forms of verbs, as these are very common and open up children very quickly to a richer reading experience, as evidenced by our research. Daily lessons
include revision not only of the previous day’s new GPC, but the words that were read the day before are used for spelling and vice versa, for consolidation. Children
quickly move to reading captions and sentences, and decodable readers are introduced from the 10th lesson. The lessons are in short, discrete sections which are
repeated daily. We advocate whole class teaching, which is what we used in the Clackmannanshire Study; slower learning children can keep up with additional
one-to-one teaching, or in small nurture groups, given by experienced practitioners. This gives these children a sense of social inclusion. Rhona Johnston (MBE)
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