
RE Progression Map 

Learning Progression in EYFS 

The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals for Three and Four-Year-Olds and 
Reception. 

The most relevant statements for RE are taken from the following areas of learning: 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Understanding the World 

RE 

Three and 
Four-Year-
Olds 

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

• Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community. 

Understanding the World • Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences between people. 

Reception Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

• See themselves as a valuable individual. 

• Think about the perspectives of others. 

Understanding the World • Talk about members of their immediate family and community. 

• Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

• Understand that some places are special to members of their community. 

• Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different 
ways. 

ELG Personal, 
Social and 

Building 
Relationships 

• Show sensitivity to their own and others’ needs. 



Emotional 
Development 

Understandin
g the World 

Past and 
Present 

• Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. 

• Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books 
read in class and storytelling. 

People and 
Communities 

• Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural 
communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read 
in class. 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Progression in KS1 and KS2  

This is based on the non-statutory level descriptions for RE in Essex. This is linked to the RE termly assessments.  

 Year 1 and Year 2 
Autumn 

Year 2 Spring and 
Summer and Year 3 

Year 4 and Year 
5 Autumn 

Year 5 Spring and 
Summer and Year 6 

Year 6 higher 
attainment  

Attainment 
Target 1 – 
Learning 
about 
religion 

Level 1 
 
Attainment target 1 
Pupils show 
awareness by 
using some 
religious words to 
 

Level 2 
 
Attainment target 1 
Pupils show some 
knowledge by using 
religious words and 
phrases to 
 

Level 3 
 
Attainment target 1 
Pupils show 
breadth of 
knowledge and 
some 
understanding by 

Level 4 
 
Attainment target 1 
Pupils show increasing 
understanding by using 
a developing religious 
vocabulary to 
 

Level 5 
 
Attainment target 1 
Pupils show sound 
understanding by 
using an 
increasingly wide 



• recognise and 
name features of 
religious life and 
practice 
• recall some 
events in religious 
stories and 
festivals 
• recognise verbal 
and visual forms 
of religious 
expression (eg 
sacred texts, 
symbols, 
artefacts, places of 
worship, 
ceremonies, rituals 
and clothing) 

• identify features of 
religion 
• identify similarities in 
religions 
• identify the 
importance of religion 
for some people 
• retell religious stories 
• identify how religion 
is expressed in 
different ways (eg 
through stories, sacred 
texts, 
festivals, symbols, 
artefacts, places of 
worship, ceremonies, 
rituals and clothing) 

using a 
developing 
religious 
vocabulary to 
 
• describe some 
key features of 
religions, 
recognising 
similarities and 
differences 
• make basic links 
between beliefs, 
practices and 
sources, including 
religious stories 
and 
sacred texts 
• begin to describe 
the impact religion 
has on believers’ 
lives 
• describe some 
forms of religious 
expression (eg 
stories, sacred 
texts, festivals, 
symbols, 
artefacts, places of 
worship, 
ceremonies, rituals 
and clothing) 

• give simple 
explanations of 
sources, practices, 
beliefs, ideas, feelings 
and experiences 
(answering the ‘why?’ 
questions) 
• make links between 
sources, practices, 
beliefs, ideas, feelings 
and experiences 
• describe some 
similarities and 
differences between 
religions 
• describe the impact of 
religion on people’s 
lives 
• give meanings for a 
range of forms of 
religious expression (eg 
stories, sacred texts, 
festivals, symbols, 
artefacts, places of 
worship, ceremonies, 
rituals and clothing) 

religious vocabulary 
to 
 
• explain the impact 
of beliefs on 
individuals and 
communities 
• explain that 
similarities and 
differences within 
and between 
religions illustrate 
distinctive 
beliefs 
• explain why people 
belong to religions 
• explain how 
religious sources are 
used to provide 
answers to ultimate 
questions and 
ethical issues, 
recognising diversity 
in forms of religious, 
spiritual and moral 
expression, 
within and between 
religions 



Attainment 
Target 2 – 
Learning 
through 
religion 

Attainment target 2 
Pupils talk about 
 
• their own 
experiences and 
feelings 
• what they find 
interesting or 
puzzling 
• what is special or 
of value to 
themselves and to 
others 
• what matters or is 
of concern to 
themselves and to 
others 

Attainment target 2 
Pupils 
 
• ask, and respond 
sensitively to, questions 
about their own and 
others’ experiences and 
feelings 
• recognise that some 
questions cause people 
to wonder and are 
difficult to answer 
• recognise their own 
values and those of 
others in relation to 
matters of right and 
wrong 
• respond sensitively to 
the natural world and 
forms of artistic and 
spiritual expression 

Attainment target 2 
Pupils  
 
• identify what 
influences them, 
making links 
between aspects of 
their own and 
others’ experiences 
• ask important 
questions about 
religion and beliefs, 
making links 
between their own 
and others’ 
responses • make 
links between 
values and 
commitments and 
their own attitudes 
and behaviour 

Attainment target 2 
Pupils 
 
• raise, and suggest 
answers to, questions 
of morality, identity, 
belonging, meaning, 
purpose, truth, values 
and commitments • 
apply their ideas to 
their own and other 
people’s lives • 
describe what inspires 
and influences 
themselves and others 
• suggest appropriate 
meanings for a range 
of forms of artistic 
and symbolic 
expression Appendix 
Guidance on 
assessment 106 
exploRE • recognise 
figurative or non-
literal uses of 
language 

Attainment target 2 
Pupils 
 
• ask, and provide 
thoughtful and 
considered answers 
to, questions of 
morality, identity, 
belonging, meaning, 
purpose and truth, 
values and 
commitments, 
relating them to their 
own and others’ 
lives 
• explain what 
inspires and 
influences them 
• express their own 
and others’ views on 
the challenges of 
belonging to a 
religion 
• recognise different 
forms of figurative 
language (eg 
metaphor, allegory, 
analogy, 
symbolism) 

 

Content 



Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 





   



















 

RE Cultural Capital 

Our RE curriculum is designed to equip children with the knowledge and cultural capital to succeed in life. It provides children with 
essential knowledge about world religions and different communities so that they are well-informed citizens ready for the real world. 
Our RE curriculum also provides children with plenty of opportunities to develop their critical and reflective thinking which will 
support them in discovering their own journey of purpose and meaning in the future. Children get the opportunity to meet religious 
visitors to broaden their experiences with religion.  

 

 


